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Charitable Giving Rises 6 Percent to More than $260 Billion in 2005 
Disaster relief tops all records and totals 3 percent of all giving 

 
GLENVIEW, Ill. (June 7, 2006) – Giving USA, the yearbook of philanthropy, estimates 
Americans gave total contributions of $260.28 billion for 2005, growth of 6.1 percent (2.7 
percent adjusted for inflation). The year 2005 saw extraordinary philanthropic response to three 
major natural disasters. About half of the $15 billion increase in total giving from the revised 
estimate of $245.22 billion in 2004 is attributable to disaster relief giving. The other half reflects 
donors’ commitments to other causes that matter to them. Giving USA is published by the Giving 
USA FoundationTM and researched and written by the Center on Philanthropy at Indiana 
University. 
 
Major natural disasters in the U.S. and abroad between December 2004 and October 2005 
generated at least $7.37 billion in contributions (2.8 percent of total estimated giving) in 2005. 
Of the disaster giving, individuals contributed an estimated $5.83 billion, or 79 percent of the 
estimated total in disaster relief contributions for 2005. Corporations gave an estimated $1.38 
billion, or 19 percent of the estimated total of disaster relief gifts.  The balance of disaster relief 
giving, an estimated $160 million ($0.16 billion) based on records from the Foundation Center, 
was paid by foundations in 2005, for 2 percent of the estimated amount for disaster relief. 
 
“Disaster relief certainly played a role in 2005,” said Richard T. Jolly, chair of the Giving 
USA Foundation. “Relief contributions are estimated to be roughly 3 percent of the total. An 
additional $253 billion in gifts supported more than 1.4 million charities including religious 
congregations, schools, clinics, arts groups, food banks, and more.” 
 
Giving USA reports giving from four sources of contributions—individual (living) donors; 
bequests by deceased individuals; foundations; and corporations.  
 
Individual giving is always the largest single source of donations. It rose by 6.4 percent. (2.9 
percent adjusted for inflation) to an estimated $199.07 billion.  It accounts for 76.5 percent of all 
estimated giving in 2005.  
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One measure of charitable giving is as a percentage of income. Using the household as the 
economic level at which giving decisions are made, average charitable giving per household in 
2005 is estimated to be 2.2 percent of average household disposable (after-tax) income, exactly 
at the 40-year average of 2.2 percent. 
 
Charitable bequests are estimated to have fallen 5.5 percent in 2005, largely due to a steep 
decline in the number of deaths in 2004 and an expectation that the number of deaths for 2005 
remained low. Estimated charitable bequests of $17.44 billion are 6.7 percent of total estimated 
charitable giving for 2005. 
 
Foundation grantmaking, which is reported by the Foundation Center, rose 5.6 percent (2.1 
percent adjusted for inflation) to $30 billion. The Foundation Center, which reported this 
information in April 2006, said the increase was because of growth in the number of foundations 
and because the stock market rose in 2004 and held steady in 2005. Foundation giving is 11.5 
percent of total estimated charitable giving in 2005. 
 
Corporate donations grew by an unprecedented 22.5 percent (18.5 percent adjusted for inflation), 
to reach an estimated $13.77 billion. At 5.3 percent of the total estimate for charitable gifts, 
corporations account for a slightly larger slice of the pie than the average of 5 percent given by 
corporations in the past 40 years. 
 
“The high level of corporate giving is explained in part by two years of very strong growth 
in gross domestic product and by growth in corporate profits before taxes. It also shows 
companies’ exceptional response to disasters worldwide in 2005,” says George C. Ruotolo, 
Jr., CFRE, chair of the Giving Institute: Leading Consultants to Non-Profits, which is the parent 
organization of Giving USA Foundation. 
 
In addition to estimating giving by source of contribution, Giving USA surveys charitable 
organizations to find out how charitable gift receipts changed from one year to the next.  The 
results for 2005 show a strong rate of growth in general, although some subsectors fared less 
well than others. 
 
“Giving USA found that 59 percent of organizations reported an increase in charitable 
receipts in 2005. This is even before adding contributions for disaster relief,” said Eugene R. 
Tempel, executive director of the Center on Philanthropy at Indiana University, which researches 
and writes Giving USA. “The year 2005 saw the highest percentage of charitable 
organizations reporting growth since 2000 and the lowest percentage of charities reporting 
a drop in giving.”  
 
Even with overall growth in charitable giving, some subsectors grew more than others. The 
subsectors for arts, culture and humanities and for health saw inflation-adjusted giving decline in 
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2005. Both are subsectors that historically experience variations in giving with changes in 
economic conditions, the number of capital campaigns underway and with other causes. Arts 
giving, in particular, has shown dramatic swings, often connected with major donations or estate 
gifts. Giving for health care has shown inflation-adjusted declines or slow rates of growth since 
2000, with the exception of 2003. 
 
Giving grew by more than 10 percent in the subsectors for human services, environment and 
animals, and international affairs. Human services charities reported an astounding 15 percent 
increase (11.3 percent adjusted for inflation) in charitable receipts before adding donations for 
disaster relief.  This reverses a prior three-year decline in gifts to this subsector when inflation 
was taken into account. With disaster relief giving added, giving to human services rose by more 
than 32 percent, to $25.36 billion. 
 
Environmental organizations and groups working for animal welfare saw giving rise 16.4 percent 
(12.6 percent adjusted for inflation). Growth in charitable receipts was reported by environment 
and animals organizations of all sizes, before adding any disaster-related gifts. With disaster 
relief giving included, this subsector reached $8.86 billion in contributions received. 
 
In international affairs, there appears to have been some “crowding out,” so that organizations 
not directly engaged in disaster relief work saw their contributions fall. The net effect without 
disaster giving was a drop of 1.9 percent for international affairs organizations (-5.1 percent 
adjusted for inflation). With disaster relief giving included, this subsector reported growth of 
19.4 percent (15.6 percent adjusted for inflation) and gifts of $6.39 billion. 
 
Summary of Giving USA methods 
Giving USA’s annual estimates are based on original surveys of organizations and econometric 
studies using tax data, government estimates for economic indicators, and information from other 
research institutions. Sources of data used in the estimates include the Internal Revenue Service, 
U.S. Department of the Treasury, Bureau of Economic Analysis, Foundation Center, 
INDEPENDENT SECTOR, Council for Aid to Education, National Center for Charitable Statistics at 
the Urban Institute and National Council of Churches of Christ. 
 
Giving USA estimates the percentage of change in giving to subsectors (health, arts, education, 
religion, etc.). Except for giving to religion and giving to foundations, these estimates are 
developed by the Center on Philanthropy at Indiana University based on a survey conducted by 
Walker Information Group. Rates of change for 2005 are based on responses from 803 
organizations. 
 
With disaster giving included, Giving USA found total growth of 5.7 percent when estimating the 
dollar amount of gifts received at organizations  When estimating giving by adding together the 
results of the four sources of contributions, Giving USA found a growth in giving of 6.1 percent.  
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The estimates for the sources of giving are developed separately from the estimate of the receipts 
by type of recipient. The fact that the two entirely different methods come within 0.5 percentage 
points is one measure used by the Giving USA Advisory Council to evaluate the results prior to 
their release. 
 
A Note about Inflation Adjustments 
Inflation-adjusted rates of change are based on estimates that are calculated using a Bureau of 
Labor Statistics (BLS) inflation converter, which rounds to two decimal points. When comparing 
the inflation-adjusted rates of change to rates of change in current dollars, the difference between 
the two is not a constant 3.5 percentage points (the rate of inflation used in the BLS converter for 
2005). This is a by-product of the rounding and is not due to the use of a different measure of 
inflation or an error in calculation. 
 
NOTES TO EDITORS 
Data for 1965 through 2005 are available upon request. The data show sources of contributions 
by year in current and inflation-adjusted dollars and allocation of gifts by type of recipient 
organization, also in current and inflation-adjusted dollars. Data also are available showing total 
giving as a percentage of gross domestic product; individual giving as a percentage of personal 
income and as a percentage of disposable personal income; and corporate giving as a percentage 
of corporate pre-tax profits. 
 
Giving Institute: Leading Consultants to Non-Profits is the new name for the organization 
formed in 1935 as the American Association of Fund Raising Counsel. The Giving USA 
Foundation™ is the new name of the organization formed in 1985 as the AAFRC Trust for 
Philanthropy. 
 
The preferred citation for Giving USA is: Giving USA, a publication of Giving USA 
FoundationTM, researched and written by the Center on Philanthropy at Indiana University. 
 
For scholarly citations, the preferred form is the American Psychological Association style as 
follows: Giving USA. (2006). 
 
Giving USA is a public outreach initiative of the Giving USA Foundation™. The Foundation, 
established by the Giving Institute, endeavors to advance research and education in philanthropy. 

 
The complete Giving USA 2006 report, with data covering giving in 2005, will be available in 
late June 2006. Giving USA Foundation also publishes a quarterly newsletter, Giving USA 
Quarterly. Both may be ordered by calling 847/375-4709 or by downloading an order form from 
http//:www.givingusa.org. Giving USA 2006 (with data for 2005) is $70. Giving USA 
Presentation on CD is $130. Giving USA book and subscription to the Quarterly is $130. Giving 
USA book, subscription to the Quarterly, and Presentation on CD is $200. Single issues of 
Giving USA Quarterly are $40. Costs do not include shipping and handling. Prepaid orders only. 
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Statement  
Richard T. Jolly 

Chair of Giving USA Foundation, publisher of Giving USA 
 
Giving USA is the single most comprehensive annual report about charitable giving in the United 
States. It synthesizes knowledge developed by research colleagues and presents a unified set of 
estimates for the sources of giving and the allocation of gifts among types of organizations. 
 
Living individuals account for about three-quarters of total estimated giving, and bequests 
account for about 7 percent. Individuals (living and deceased) account for more than 80 percent 
of the total each year. These relative proportions remained in force in 2005, even as corporate 
giving grew at an unprecedented rate and the estimate for charitable bequests fell. 
 
Religious organizations typically receive the largest share of contributions in the United States. 
Religious organizations received 35.8 percent of all contributions for 2005. The Giving USA 
estimate of $93.18 billion in giving to religion is developed using denominational reports of 
contributions received. It is very close to a separate estimate based on giving data from a 7,800 
household survey conducted by the University of Michigan.  
 
For more than 50 years, since Giving USA began, charitable giving has increased with the 
nation’s economy and wealth.  Total contributions from all sources in the United States have 
been between 1.7 and 2.3 percent of gross domestic product (GDP) since 1965, reaching the 
highest level in 2000 at the end of the “tech boom.” The 40-year average for total giving as a 
share of GDP is 1.9 percent. For 2005, Giving USA estimates that giving is 2.1 percent of GDP. 
 
Individual or household giving has been between 1.8 and 2.4 percent of disposable (after-tax) 
personal income since 1965, also reaching a high in 2000, when significant gifts from 
households to foundations helped lift individual giving to its all-time record, both in dollars and 
as a percentage of income. Individual giving averages 2.1 percent of disposable personal income, 
and for 2005, the estimate is slightly above average at 2.2 percent of personal income.   
 
Foundations are playing a larger role in charitable giving now than they did 40 years ago. In the 
past decade or so, families have made gifts to foundations, which then distribute the money 
following the still-living donors’ advice. No estimate is available, but at least some portion of 
what we call “foundation giving” is a distribution mechanism for individual or household giving. 
 
Overall, then, the results show us that a robust economy results in robust giving. We are pleased 
to present these data to the American public and the philanthropic community so that they can 
use the numbers to guide their charitable activities. 



 
 
 
 
 

Richard T. Jolly 
Chairman 

Giving USA Foundation™ 
 

Richard Jolly’s extensive background in professional fundraising consulting has 
prepared him well for his role as Chairman of Giving USA Foundation™. 
Considered a leader in the field, he has nearly 30 years experience in all aspects 
of consulting in that arena and is proud to be associated with the Foundation’s 
seminal publication, Giving, USA. 
 
Mr. Jolly began his fundraising career working on campaign communications and 
feasibility studies when he joined the nationally recognized fundraising firm of 
Marts & Lundy in 1979.  He directed his first capital campaign over 20 years ago 
and since that time he has consulted on campaigns for colleges, universities, and 
libraries as well as religious denominations, seminaries, art museums and other 
nonprofit institutions—all of which are sectors which receive the type of 
philanthropic support which is reported and analyzed in Giving USA. 
 
Following his election to the Board of Directors of Marts & Lundy on which he has 
served continuously since 1988, Mr. Jolly was named Vice President of Marts & 
Lundy in 1989, served as Corporate Secretary from 1994 to 1999, and as 
Corporate Treasurer from 1999 to 2005.  He was reappointed Corporate 
Secretary in 2005 and serves as Vice President for Client and Consultant 
Services. 
 
Mr. Jolly is a member of the firm’s Management Team and Board of Directors.  
He is a past member of The Advisory Council on Methodology for Giving USA 
and has served as executive director of Counsel, Marts & Lundy’s quarterly 
newsletter which focuses on current issues in American philanthropy.  He is also 
a past Secretary, Treasurer and Vice Chair of the Giving USA Foundation ™. 
 
Through his work with Marts & Lundy and the Giving USA Foundation™, Mr. 
Jolly is knowledgeable about a wide variety of non-profit institutions in the United 
States, giving him valuable perspective on trends and developments in 
philanthropy across the country.   
 
Mr. Jolly is a graduate of the University of Delaware and Andover Newton 
Theological School.  



      
 

 
 

Statement  
George C. Ruotolo, Jr., CFRE 

Acting Chair, Giving Institute: Leading Consultants to Non-profits 
 
 
Earlier editions of Giving USA reported the philanthropic response after the attacks of September 
11, 2001, which reached $2.8 billion according to a December 2004 Foundation Center report. 
The contributions in 2005 to aid survivors of U.S. Gulf Coast hurricanes Katrina, Rita and 
Wilma quickly surpassed the prior records for disaster relief giving, topping $5 billion by year’s 
end. And we expect contributions for rebuilding will continue, perhaps for a decade or more. 
 
In addition to the counted charitable contributions made for disaster relief, the recovery and 
rebuilding efforts engaged people very directly in ways that are not always able to be tabulated 
on a national level. For example, after hurricanes Katrina, Rita, and Wilma, religious 
congregations and other groups collected truckloads of goods and organized and sent teams of 
volunteers. Schools organized drives to collect supplies, books, and equipment to restore 
classrooms in schools in Louisiana, Mississippi or Alabama. Clubs, coworkers and other groups 
of people organized temporary or even semi-permanent homes for survivors of the disasters who 
relocated.  Similar, although less extensive, direct responses occurred after the U.S. received 
news of the December 26, 2004 tsunami and the October 8, 2006 earthquake in Pakistan. 
 
Giving USA has received data from a number of other agencies collecting information about 
charitable donations for the disasters of 2005. We have relied on work done by the Center on 
Philanthropy at Indiana University, the Foundation Center, the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, the 
Conference Board, the Panel Study of Income Dynamics at the University of Michigan and many 
other organizations.   
 
One area where we could not easily obtain information about disaster giving is from religious 
congregations. Many denominations shared or published the amounts that they received for relief 
and recovery, but many others were not able to provide national level data in early 2006. Giving 
USA does not survey congregations directly but uses data collected by the National Council of 
Churches of Christ and other religious organizations. We anticipate having more information in 
future years that will help provide a more complete picture of where disaster relief money went. 
 
The results in this year’s edition of Giving USA show us that Americans are always generous, 
and especially when nature strikes unexpectedly. We look forward to providing additional details 
of how this country responded during a time of great need in our history. 
 



 
 
GEORGE C. RUOTOLO, JR., CFRE 
CHAIRMAN AND CEO 
RUOTOLO ASSOCIATES INC. 
 
 

George C. Ruotolo, Jr., counselor to non-profit organizations and institutions, has been a professional 
fund raising and public relations executive since 1973. Prior to establishing Ruotolo Associates, he served 
as vice president of a major public relations fund raising firm and worked in investment banking. In 1979, 
sensing the need for a more contemporary approach to the challenges of present day fund raising, Mr. 
Ruotolo founded the firm which bears his name and his personal hallmark:  the commitment to high-level, 
hands-on professional service. 
 
His expertise encompasses annual development, capital campaigns, planned giving, marketing and public 
relations programs for dioceses, churches, colleges, schools, hospitals, and social service organizations on 
local, regional, and national levels. He has worked closely with religious, corporate and civic leadership, 
administrators, board members, volunteers, and development officers in guiding them through successful 
fund raising programs. 
 
Mr. Ruotolo has often been designated as a media spokesperson on key philanthropic issues impacting 
our society and has appeared on CNBC Money Talk to discuss the state of philanthropy and to address 
questions from call-in viewers.  He appeared on Phil Donahue’s show on MSNBC as a panelist discussing 
the effects of the Catholic Church scandal on religious philanthropy. Recognized as an effective 
communicator and seminar leader, Mr. Ruotolo has addressed audiences on such timely issues as 
leadership, fund raising, development, marketing and public relations. His presentations include those 
made to the International Conference of the Association of Fundraising Professionals (AFP), the National 
Catholic Development Conference (NCDC), the National Catholic Educational Association (NCEA), and 
the Fund Raising Fundamentals Course held at Seton Hall University. 
  
Ruotolo Associates is a member firm of the Giving Institute Leading Consultants to Non-Profits 
(formerly the American Association of Fundraising Counsel), the hallmark of ethical fund raising.  Mr. 
Ruotolo currently serves as Acting-Chair of the Giving Institute, and is also a member of the board of The 
Giving USA Foundation, publishers of Giving USA (of which he is a former Chair).  In addition, he began 
his term as a board member for the Association of Fundraising Professionals (AFP) Foundation in 
January 2006.  Mr. Ruotolo is also the Vice-Chair of the Non-Profit Advisory Council of the National 
Association of Corporate Directors (NACD).  He served for four years on the Board of Directors of the 
American Red Cross, Bergen-Hudson Chapter, Ridgewood, New Jersey, and was a founding member of 
the Ridgewood Educational Foundation.  Mr. Ruotolo is a member of the New Jersey Chapter of the AFP, 
and is a Certified Fund Raising Executive. He was awarded the 2005 Robert J. Smythe Outstanding 
Professional Fundraiser Award by the New Jersey Chapter of the AFP.  
  
His undergraduate degree is in political science and communications, with advance training through 
professional institutes. He resides in Ramsey, New Jersey, with his wife, Joanne, who is a nurse 
practitioner. They have three grown children. 
  
  



 
 

Statement 
Eugene R. Tempel, Ed.D, CFRE 

Executive Director, The Center on Philanthropy at Indiana University 
 
Estimating giving in 2005 presented special challenges, as we sought to develop figures with and 
without disaster giving to help guide organizations. Essentially, we developed the estimates 
without the disaster amounts first, and then added the disaster giving based on studies of the 
“sources” of disaster giving (households, corporations, and foundations) and based on the Center 
on Philanthropy’s running tally through the year of disaster relief gifts received at hundreds of 
charities that provided data. We also included amounts of disaster relief contributions reported 
by organizations participating in this year’s Giving USA survey of nonprofit organizations. 
 
Before disaster giving was added, we found an increase of 3.2 percent in charitable giving from 
the sources of contributions. To estimate the sources of giving, we use tested methods of 
predicting what individual, corporate, and estate tax returns will show in charitable deductions 
when the data are compiled in a few years. The estimate also includes a figure for foundation 
grantmaking from the Foundation Center. Adjusted for inflation, before disaster giving was 
added, total estimated contributions declined by 0.2 percent.  
 
The estimating methods for individual giving did not yield a higher estimate before disaster 
giving is added because they rely on economic data. While gross domestic product increased 3.5 
percent in 2005, there was a nearly flat stock market during the year, measured by the Standard 
& Poor’s 500 Index. Government reports showed that personal income rose more slowly than it 
did from 2003 to 2004. These two factors yield a comparatively low rate of change in individual 
giving. We know that other factors may have inspired additional giving in 2005. We elected to 
stick with the most conservative estimate and report just what the tested procedures yielded, 
changing it only to show documented contributions for disaster relief. 
 
Following the decision to report what the estimating procedures yielded and only documented 
changes to that, we did not factor in any additional giving arising from the tax benefits made 
available to some donors under the provisions of the Katrina Emergency Tax Relief Act 
(KETRA). There were no available data about the impact of KETRA to use in making any 
adjustments to the standard results from the model. 
 
Giving USA combines data from a number of sources to present a series of simultaneous 
estimates about charitable giving for a year. It is an invaluable resource for understanding current 
and past charitable giving, which helps charitable organizations anticipate their options in the 
future. 



 
 
 
 

EUGENE R. TEMPEL, Ed.D., CFRE 
 
Eugene R. (Gene) Tempel became executive director of the Center on Philanthropy at Indiana 
University on August 1, 1997.  He has been closely involved with the Center since its inception 
in 1987, first helping to develop the concept for the Center and later chairing its organizing and 
policy committees.  He was the first elected president of the Nonprofit Academic Centers 
Council, a national organization of university centers dedicated to teaching, research and service 
related to philanthropy and the nonprofit sector.   
 
Dr. Tempel is a nationally recognized expert in the study and practice of philanthropy and 
nonprofit management.  Since 1988 he has held numerous leadership positions in the Association 
of Fundraising Professionals and is currently immediate past chair of its Ethics Committee.  The 
NonProfit Times has named him to its list of the country’s 50 most influential leaders in the 
nonprofit sector each year since the list was created. 
 
A professor of philanthropic studies, higher education, and public administration, Dr. Tempel’s 
career as a nonprofit professional also includes more than two decades of administration, 
fundraising, and teaching in higher education.  He previously served as vice chancellor of 
Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapolis (IUPUI) and as vice president of the Indiana 
University Foundation.  His professional experience includes teaching, training and consulting 
internationally.  He is a member of several nonprofit and for-profit boards of directors, and is a 
past chair of the Indiana Commission on Community Service and Volunteerism.  
 
Dr. Tempel is the author and co-author of several works in the field.  He is the editor of the book 
Hank Rosso’s Achieving Excellence in Fund Raising, 2nd edition (Jossey Bass, 2003), and co-
authored the book Fund Raisers: Their Careers, Stories, Concerns and Accomplishments (Jossey 
Bass, 1996) with Margaret A. Duronio.   
 
He earned a B.A. degree in English and philosophy from St. Benedict College, an M.A. in 
English and a doctoral degree in higher education administration from Indiana University, and 
holds the Certified Fund Raising Executive professional designation. 
 
The Center on Philanthropy is headquartered on the campus of Indiana University – Purdue 
University Indianapolis (IUPUI) and operates programs on the IUPUI and Indiana University 
Bloomington campuses. 
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Total charitable giving for 2005 is estimated to be $260.28 billion. This is an increase of 6.1 
percent compared with the revised estimate of $245.23 billion for 2004. Adjusted for inflation, the 
increase is 2.7 percent.

An estimated $7.37 billion in disaster relief giving is included in the total for 2005. Without this 
additional amount—and assuming that the disaster relief amount is all new money that would not 
have been donated if there had been no disasters—the change from 2004 to 2005 is from $245.19 
billion to $252.99 billion, or an increase of 3.2 percent (and a decrease of 0.2 percent adjusted  
for inflation).

Individual contributions reached an estimated $199.07 billion in 2005, an increase of 6.4 percent 
(2.9 percent adjusted for inflation). Individuals gave an estimated $5.83 billion in disaster relief 
contributions in 2005. With that amount not included in the estimate, individual giving would be 
$193.24 billion, an increase of 3.3 percent over the revised estimate of $187.11 billion for 2004  
(and a decline of 0.1 percent compared with 2004 after adjustment for inflation). This assumes that 
none of the disaster relief contributions would have been made to other charities had there been no 
disasters. Individual giving, including the estimate for disaster relief contributions, was 76.5 percent 
of the total estimated giving for 2005.

Charitable bequests are estimated to be $17.44 billion for 2005, a drop of 5.5 percent compared 
with the revised estimate of $18.46 billion for 2004. This is a decline of 8.6 percent when adjusted 
for inflation. No charitable bequests are known to be for disaster relief in 2005. Charitable bequests 
are estimated to be 6.7 percent of total giving for 2005.

Foundation grantmaking rose to an estimated $30.0 billion for 2005, for independent, community, 
and operating foundations, based on the Foundation Center’s survey conducted in January and 
February 2006. This is an increase of 5.6 percent (2.1 percent adjusted for inflation) compared with 
the revised amount of $28.41 billion for 2004, which reflects grantmaking reported on IRS forms 
990-PF and 990 (for community foundations) filed for 2004 and tabulated by the Foundation Center. 
An estimated $160 million in grants paid in 2005 was for disaster relief, with additional commitments 
announced for future grantmaking. Without the paid disaster relief grants included, the estimate of 
foundation grantmaking for 2005 is $29.84 billion, an increase of 5.0 percent (1.5 percent adjusted 
for inflation). Foundation grantmaking is estimated to be 11.5 percent of total giving in 2005.

Corporate giving in 2005 reached an estimated $13.77 billion, counting $3.6 billion in corporate 
foundation grantmaking as estimated by the Foundation Center, which includes some corporate 
foundation relief giving. Corporate giving increased an estimated 22.5 percent over the revised total 
of $11.24 billion for 2004 (18.5 percent adjusted for inflation). Of the amount for 2005, an estimated 
$1.38 billion is for disaster relief giving, including both cash and in-kind donations. Without that 
amount, the estimate for corporate giving is $12.47 billion, an increase of 10.9 percent (7.3 percent 
adjusted for inflation). Corporate contributions are an estimated 5.3 percent of total contributions  
for 2005.

Gifts to religious organizations rose to an estimated $93.18 billion, an increase of 5.9 percent (2.5 
percent adjusted for inflation) over the revised estimate of $87.95 billion for 2004. Gifts to religious 
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organizations in 2005 include an estimated $431 million donated for disaster relief. Without this 
amount included, the estimate is $92.75 billion in 2005, a change of 5.5 percent (2.0 percent 
adjusted for inflation). Uncounted are in-kind donations and thousands of volunteer hours contributed 
through congregations directly to regions affected and survivors of the natural disasters. Giving to 
religious organizations included in the Giving USA study is estimated to be 35.8 percent of total 
giving in 2005.

Giving to educational organizations is estimated at $38.56 billion for 2005, an increase of 13.1 
percent (9.4 percent adjusted for inflation). This estimate is based on a combination of sources, 
including findings from the Council for Aid to Education through June 2005 and a Giving USA 
survey for all of 2005. Very little of the education estimate reflects donations for disaster relief or 
recovery. Giving to educational organizations is estimated to be 14.8 percent of total giving in 2005.

Giving to foundations is estimated by the Foundation Center to be $21.70 billion, a change of  
6.8 percent (3.3 percent adjusted for inflation) compared with the $20.32 billion reported by the 
Foundation Center in gifts to foundations in 2004. About $50 million ($0.05 billion) in 2005 was 
reported in gifts to community foundations for disaster relief activities. For 2005, gifts to foundations 
are approximately 8.3 percent of all giving.

Gifts to health organizations are estimated to be $22.54 billion in 2005, an increase of 2.7 percent 
(and a decline of 0.7 percent adjusted for inflation) compared with 2004. Very little of the giving to 
health-related organizations reported for 2005 was for disaster relief, although health care organizations 
were directly engaged in providing rescue and relief services, and often the personnel of these 
organizations were on the “front lines” of disaster relief efforts. Gifts to health organizations are  
an estimated 8.7 percent of total charitable giving for 2005.

Giving to human services organizations rose to $25.36 billion in 2005. The estimate is 32.3 percent 
more than the estimate of $19.17 billion for 2004 (28.0 percent adjusted for inflation). It includes $3.31 
billion in disaster aid contributions. The Giving USA survey found an increase of 15.0 percent (11.3 
percent adjusted for inflation) even before the addition of disaster gifts. This growth, before disaster 
giving is included, reverses a prior three-year decline in inflation-adjusted giving to human services 
organizations. Giving for human services organizations was 9.7 percent of total estimated giving.

Contributions for organizations in the arts, culture, and humanities subsector dropped by  
3.4 percent in 2005, to $13.51 billion. This is a decline of 6.6 percent adjusted for inflation. An 
estimated $40 million was contributed to organizations in this subsector for disaster relief. Gifts to 
arts, culture, or humanities organizations were 5.2 percent of total estimated giving for 2005.

Giving for public-society benefit organizations reached an estimated $14.03 billion, an increase 
of 8.3 percent (4.7 adjusted for inflation). This includes an estimated $260 million in contributions 
for disaster relief. With those contributions excluded, giving to organizations in this subsector was 
$13.77 billion, or an increase of 6.2 percent (2.8 percent adjusted for inflation) compared with  
2004. Giving for organizations in this subsector, which includes United Ways, Jewish Federations, 
commercially sponsored donor-advised funds, civil rights organizations, and a number of other 
types of charities, was 5.4 percent of total estimated giving for 2005.
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Gifts for organizations in the environment and animals subsector reached an estimated $8.86 
billion, an increase of 16.4 percent (12.6 percent adjusted for inflation). This year’s estimate includes 
$30 million of contributions received by animal welfare organizations that organized disaster relief 
efforts for pets. Without this, giving to organizations in this subsector was $8.83 billion, an increase 
of 16.0 percent (12.2 percent adjusted for inflation). Giving for organizations in the environment 
and animals subsector was 3.4 percent of total estimated giving.

Gifts to organizations engaged in international affairs, including international relief and aid, 
reached an estimated $6.39 billion in 2005, reflecting an estimated $1.14 billion in relief contributions 
after the tsunami of December 2004 and the earthquake of October 2005. The total in 2005 is a 
change of 19.4 percent (15.6 percent adjusted for inflation). Without the amount for disaster relief, 
giving to organizations in this subsector fell to $5.25 billion, a drop of 1.9 percent (-5.1 percent 
adjusted for inflation). Giving for organizations in the international affairs subsector was 2.5 percent 
of total estimated giving.

Unallocated contributions are estimated to be $16.15 billion, or 6.2 percent of the total. Unallocated 
giving includes gifts to newly formed organizations; individual and corporate deductions expected 
to be claimed in 2005 for gifts made in prior years (carried over); amounts that donors deduct at a 
value different from what the nonprofit reports as revenue; gifts and grants to government entities 
claimed by donors but not reported as received at a 501(c)(3) charity; and foundation grants to 
organizations located in another country.
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2005 contributions: $260.28 billion by source of contributions

Total estimated charitable giving in 2005 reached $260.28 billion. This is an increase of 6.1 percent 
(2.7 percent adjusted for inflation).

The total includes Giving USA’s estimates of contributions made in 2005 for disaster relief, based  
on data available in April 2006:

Individuals (79 percent of disaster giving) $5.83 billion

 Independent, community, and operating foundations  $0.16 billion 
(2 percent of disaster giving, estimated by the  
Foundation Center)

Corporations (19 percent of disaster giving) $1.38 billion

Total $7.37 billion

The estimates here assume that most disaster relief giving was in addition to all other contributions that 
the donor would normally make. This assumption is supported by survey results for household donors 
for disaster giving in 2005 (the Conference Board and the Center on Philanthropy), the receipts reported 
to Giving USA in its survey for this edition, experience after the attacks of September 11, 2001, and the 
reports of charities themselves in 2005 in polls taken by the Association of Fundraising Professionals 
and Guidestar.

Individual or household donors contributed an estimated $199.07 billion, or 76.5 percent of total 
estimated giving. The estimate of giving by individuals or households includes: 1) estimated charitable 
deductions claimed on tax returns; 2) an estimate for giving by households that do not itemize deductions; 
and 3) an estimate based on household surveys for relief giving after the tsunami and after the hurricanes.

No data are available as of early 2006 for the potential impact on individual or corporate giving of the 
Katrina Emergency Tax Relief Act (KETRA). Anecdotal reports suggest that some donors increased 





–

–

–
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Corporations
$13.77
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Individuals
$199.07
76.5%

All figures are rounded. Total may not be 100%.
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2005 contributions by source of contributions
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their contributions in late 2005 to benefit from that act’s provisions. The estimate here does not include 
gifts that might have been prompted by the KETRA provisions.

Charitable bequests were estimated to be $17.44 billion, or 6.7 percent of total estimated giving.  
The estimate of charitable bequests includes an estimate for the amount contributed by estates that  
will file an estate tax return for 2005 and an amount for estates that are not required to file a federal 
estate tax return.

The sum of gifts by living individuals and through charitable bequests is $216.51 billion, which 
represents 83.2 percent of estimated total giving for 2005. This is the lowest percentage ever for 
personal gifts (from living individuals and bequests). It is lower because corporate giving grew to 
exceptionally high levels in 2005 with contributions for disaster relief. Also, foundation grantmaking  
is estimated to be near its all-time high of 11.8 percent (reached in 2001).

Grantmaking by independent (private), community, and operating foundations was estimated by the 
Foundation Center to be $30.0 billion. This is 11.5 percent of total estimated giving.

Corporate giving, including approximately $3.6 billion in grants from corporate foundations, according 
to the Foundation Center, is estimated to be $13.77 billion or 5.3 percent of total contributions in 
2005. This includes estimated relief giving in cash and in-kind, based on counts prepared by the  
U.S. Chamber of Commerce.











 2005 contributions: $260.28 billion by type of recipient organization

Religious organizations received an estimated $93.18 billion in charitable gifts in 2005, or 35.8 percent 
of the total. This includes $431 million in disaster relief gifts tracked at denominational relief 
organizations, ministries, and missions.

Educational institutions received an estimated $38.56 billion, which is 14.8 percent of the total. About 
$10 million of disaster giving was reportedly made directly to organizations in the education subsector. 
Some disaster relief giving went to educational institutions through other charities, such as the Bush-
Clinton Katrina Fund, and is recorded in the subsector of the original recipient.

Health organizations received an estimated $22.54 billion, or 8.7 percent of the total. About $10 million 
in disaster giving was reportedly made initially to health organizations. Many health organizations 
received support from charities that were the initial recipients of a donation, including congregations, 
United Way, or the Bush-Clinton relief fund.

Human services organizations received $25.36 billion, or 9.7 percent of the total. This includes an 
estimated $3.31 billion in disaster relief gifts reported as received at organizations in this subsector. 
The largest single recipient was the American Red Cross, which received $2.4 billion in 2005 for the 
three disasters.

Public-society benefit organizations received an estimated $14.03 billion, or 5.4 percent of the total. 
This includes an estimated $262 million ($0.26 billion) in disaster relief gifts tracked as received at 
organizations in this subsector.

Arts, culture, and humanities organizations received an estimated $13.51 billion, or 5.2 percent of  
the total. This includes $0.04 billion in disaster relief for museums and support for Architecture for 
Humanity and other rebuilding efforts focused in the arts.













G I V I N G  U S A  2 0 0 6           Giving USA Foundation™

Ov e rv i e w O f Gi v i n G i n 2005

International affairs
$6.39
2.5%

Environment and animals
$8.86
3.4%

Arts, culture, and humanities
$13.51
5.2% 

Public-society benefit
$14.03
5.4% 

Deductions carried over and
other unallocated giving

$16.15
6.2%

Gifts to foundations*
$21.70
8.3%

Religion
$93.18
35.8%

Education
$38.56
14.8%

Human
services
$25.36
9.7%

Health
$22.54
8.7%

All figures are rounded. Total may not be 100%. 
* Foundation Center estimate. 
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2005 contributions by type of recipient organization
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Environment/animals organizations received an estimated $8.86 billion, or 3.4 percent of the total. This 
includes approximately $30 million ($0.03 billion) in disaster relief for animals or the environment.

International affairs organizations received an estimated $6.39 billion, or 2.5 percent of the total. This 
includes $1.14 billion in estimated disaster relief.

The Foundation Center estimates giving of $21.70 billion to foundations in 2005, or 8.3 percent of the total. 
Announced disaster relief gifts of $50 million to community foundations are included in this estimate.

Deductions carried over and unallocated giving are estimated at $16.15 billion or 6.2 percent of the 
total. This amount represents individual and corporate deductions expected to be claimed in 2005 for 
gifts made in prior years (carried over), amounts that donors deduct at a value different from what the 
nonprofit reports as revenue, gifts and grants to government entities, foundation grants to organizations 
located in another country, and contributions to new organizations not yet allocated to a subsector.











Total giving, 1965–2005
($ in billions)

In current dollars, before adjustment for inflation, estimated giving has increased by $245.57 billion 
since 1965. Nearly half of that growth (49 percent) has been since 1996, when giving was an estimated 
$139.10 billion.

Adjusted for inflation, estimated giving has risen from $91.20 billion in 1965 to $260.28 billion in 
2005. This is an increase of more than $169 billion, or 185 percent. Most of that growth has been since 
1996, when inflation-adjusted giving was $173.14 billion.

In 2005, giving of $260.28 billion has not quite surpassed the inflation-adjusted high of $260.53 billion 
achieved in 2000, which coincided with the end of the so-called “tech bubble” in the stock market.
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Changes in giving by source, 2004–2005 and 2003–2004

This page compares changes between 2004 and 2005 with disaster giving included and changes 
between 2003 and 2004, all before adjustment for inflation. The next page considers the same years 
with adjustment for inflation.

Total giving in 2005 rose by an estimated 6.1 percent, an increase over the change of 3.8 percent in  
the prior year.

Individual giving increased in 2005 by an estimated 6.4 percent, a faster rate of growth than between 
2003 and 2004, which was 3.8 percent.

Charitable bequests in 2005 are estimated to have declined 5.5 percent, largely because of fewer 
deaths. This rate of change is a shift from the 1.5 percent rate of growth seen in 2004.

Foundation grantmaking is estimated to have increased 5.6 percent in 2005, according to the Foundation 
Center, a slightly slower rate of growth than was found for 2004. This estimate is for grantmaking by 
independent, community, and operating foundations. Corporate foundation grantmaking is in the estimate 
of corporate giving.

Corporate giving shows an exceptionally high rate of growth in 2005, at 22.5 percent, a big change 
from the 1.6 percent rate of growth estimated for 2004. The 2005 value reflects increased gross 
domestic product, increased corporate profits, and about $1.38 billion in disaster relief giving.
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2004-20052003-2004
Percentage change from previous year

Corporate

Foundation

Bequest

Individual

Total

0

6.1%

3.8%

6.4%

3.8%

−5.5%

1.5%

5.6%

5.8%

22.5%

1.6%
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Changes in giving by source, 2004–2005 and 2003–2004
(Adjusted for inflation) 

After adjustment for inflation using the Consumer Price Index, total giving is estimated to have 
increased by 2.7 percent in 2005, which is greater than the inflation-adjusted increase of 1.1 percent 
estimated for 2004. The Consumer Price Index measured inflation at 3.5 percent in 2005 and 2.6 
percent in 2004. Note that sometimes when adjusting Giving USA estimates, the rounding process  
yields an inflation-adjusted change that differs from the current change minus the inflation rate.

Individual giving adjusted for inflation is estimated to have increased 2.9 percent in 2005, a faster rate 
of growth than the 1.2 percent estimated for 2004.

Contributions by bequest fell in 2005 by an estimated 8.6 percent, following an inflation-adjusted 
decline of 1.1 percent in 2004.

Foundation grantmaking adjusted for inflation rose by an estimated 2.1 percent in 2005, a slower rate 
of growth than the 3.1 percent found in 2004.

Corporate giving adjusted for inflation increased an estimated 18.5 percent, dramatically above the 
decline of 1.0 percent found for 2004. 
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Percentage change from previous year

Corporate

Foundation

Bequest
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Total
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−1.0%
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Changes in giving by type of recipient organization, 2004–2005 and 2003–2004

With disaster giving included, giving to religious organizations rose by 5.9 percent in 2005, a faster 
rate of change than the 4.0 percent for 2004.

Giving to the education subsector rose by 13.1 percent in 2005, which is the fastest rate of growth 
since 2000 for this subsector.

Giving to health organizations rose by 2.7 percent in 2005, trailing the 5.1 percent increase seen in 2004.

Giving to human services organizations, which included more than $3.3 billion in disaster relief giving, 
rose by 32.3 percent in 2005.  

Gifts to the arts, culture, and humanities subsector fell by 3.4 percent in 2005, the first decline since 1998.

Giving for organizations in the public-society benefit subsector rose by 8.3 percent in 2005, exceeding 
the 2004 change of 6.8 percent due to the disaster relief giving included for 2005.

Giving for the environment and animals subsector increased by 16.4 percent in 2005, an unusually high 
rate of change that follows growth of 7.0 percent in 2004.

Giving for international affairs organizations, which includes relief giving, grew by 19.4 percent in 
2005, compared with the very low rate of growth of 0.9 percent in 2004.
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Changes in giving by type of recipient organization, 2004–2005 and 2003–2004
(Adjusted for inflation)

Adjusted for inflation, gifts to religious organizations grew by 2.5 percent in 2005, compared with a 
change of 1.3 percent in 2004.

Gifts to educational organizations in 2005 rose by an inflation-adjusted 9.4 percent, much more than 
the 3.5 percent rate of growth in 2004.

Adjusted for inflation, gifts to health organizations dropped by 0.7 percent in 2005, which follows an 
increase of 2.3 percent in 2004.

Gifts to human services organizations ended a three-year inflation-adjusted decline in 2005, growing 
by 28.0 percent. A portion of that is from disaster relief giving, but a nearly equal portion of the change 
is from other giving to human services.

Giving to arts, culture, and humanities organizations fell by 6.6 percent after adjustment for inflation. 
This drop follows healthy growth of 3.9 percent in 2004.

Giving to organizations in the public-society benefit subsector rose by 4.7 percent in 2005, just slightly 
more than the 4.0 percent rate of growth found for 2004.

Gifts to the environment and animals subsector grew by 12.6 percent in 2005, three times more than 
the 4.2 percent rate of growth found for 2004.

Giving to the international affairs subsector increased by 15.6 percent after adjustment for inflation. 
This reflects disaster relief giving and other giving.
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Distribution of levels of change in charitable revenue, 2004–2005
(By organizational size category)

In the Giving USA survey for this edition, more organizations reported an increase in giving than a 
decrease. This was true for every size group: large, medium-sized, and small.

Large organizations: 
61 percent reported an increase 
13 percent reported “no change” 
26 percent reported a decrease

Medium-sized organizations: 
60 percent reported an increase 
9 percent reported no change 
31 percent reported a decrease

Small organizations: 
53 percent reported an increase 
23 percent reported no change 
24 percent reported a decrease

All organizations: 
59 percent reported an increase 
13 percent reported no change 
28 percent reported a decrease

These percentages were little changed even when amounts reported as received for disaster relief were 
subtracted from charitable revenue received. 



–

–

–

–



G I V I N G  U S A  2 0 0 6           Giving USA Foundation™

Sh
ar

e 
of

 a
ll 

or
ga

ni
za

tio
ns

 in
 s

iz
e 

ca
te

go
ry

Large

Medium

Small

Percentage change range

-100% or
worse

-50% to -99% -25% to -49% -1% to -24% No change* 1% to 24% 25% to 49% 50% to 99% 100% or
more

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

*includes a change of less than 1 percent in either direction

Ov e rv i e w O f Gi v i n G i n 2005

Embargoed until 12:01 a.m. June 19, 2006



G I V I N G  U S A  2 0 0 6           Giving USA Foundation™

Estimates of disaster contributions by donor type, 2005
($ in billions: total=$7.37 billion))

Individuals contributed an estimated $5.83 billion for disaster relief, with most of that going for 
hurricane relief ($4.25 billion), followed by $1.54 billion contributed for tsunami relief in 2005, and  
a more typical disaster contribution of about $0.04 billion ($40 million) for relief after the Pakistan 
earthquake of October 2005.

Corporate donors gave an estimated $0.94 billion ($940 million) for hurricane relief. Corporate donors 
gave an estimated $0.34 billion ($340 million) for tsunami relief in 2005 and an estimated $0.1 billion 
($100 million) in relief after the Pakistan earthquake. The U.S. Chamber of Commerce shows an 
estimated $84 million in disaster relief giving by corporate foundations. To avoid double counting,  
the overall corporate giving estimate only uses the Foundation Center’s reported corporate foundation 
grantmaking and does not include the corporate foundation grants tracked by the U.S. Chamber  
of Commerce.

Independent, community, and operating foundation grant payments for disasters is estimated to have 
been $0.16 billion ($160 million). Approximately $0.11 billion ($110 million) is thought to be grants 
paid in 2005 for relief work after the hurricanes and approximately $0.05 billion ($50 million) is 
thought to be grants paid in 2005 for relief in the Indian Ocean ($0.04 billion) and in Pakistan ($0.01 
billion). These are preliminary estimates based on data collected by the Foundation Center through 
spring 2006. The Foundation Center will release more information in 2006 and 2007.
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Recipients of disaster relief giving: partial tabulation  
based on information from early 2006

($ in millions: total=$7.37 billion [$7,365 million])

In the wake of the Gulf Coast hurricanes, organizations in the human services subsector reported the 
highest share of the total received by organizations providing information. Hurricane relief gifts to 
human services organizations reached at least $2,700.17 million ($2.70 billion). 

Gifts estimated at $140.29 million ($0.14 billion) were given to organizations in the international 
affairs subsector that provided relief services in the United States after Hurricane Katrina.

Gifts made for tsunami relief went to organizations in the international subsector, the human services 
subsector, and the religion subsector. The largest share went to organizations in the international aid 
subsector, which received at least $1,001.96 million ($1.0 billion).

Human services organizations in the United States also received funds for tsunami relief, reporting an 
estimated $607.75 million ($0.61 billion).

Religious organizations, including the relief programs affiliated with denominations, ministries and 
missions, received an estimated $430.81 million ($0.43 billion) in relief funding for the two crises:  
the tsunami and the hurricanes. It is probable that far more was donated through congregations and 
distributed to recipients not tracked by any source, including Giving USA or the Center on Philanthropy.
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Revisions to Giving USA estimates for 2003 
(billions of dollars) 

                  Change in $ 
   Revision  Revision  Change in   as a % of 

Donor type Components released 2005 in 2006   $  % Reason for change 
total $ 
change 

 
Itemized 
deductions, 2002 140.571     

 
Change in 2003, 
estimated 2.766   

  
  

 
    

  
Itemized giving no longer estimated as data 
provided by IRS for 2003.   

  

Individuals 
SUB-TOTAL-
Itemized 143.337   145.702   2.37 1.7% 

Data from the IRS for 2003 itemized deductions 
released fall 2005. -524.4% 

 

Estimate for non-
itemizing 
households 

37.246   34.488   -2.76 -7.4% 

New data about giving by non-itemizing 
households from the 2003 Center on Philanthropy 
Panel Study. Average gift was lower than in 2001, 
the prior data available. 611.5% 

      TOTAL   180.58   180.19         

Corporations 
Itemized 
contributions 10.944   10.823   -0.12 -1.1% 

Data from IRS for 2003 itemized corporate giving, 
released in 2005. 26.8% 

 

Deduct giving to 
corporate 
foundations -3.234   -3.234      No change.   0.0%  

 
Corporate 
foundation giving 3.466   3.466   0.00 0.0%   No change. 0.0%

      TOTAL   11.18   11.06         
 
Foundations    TOTAL 26.84 26.84 0.00 0.0%  No change 0.0%
     

Bequests 
Estates filing tax 
returns, 2003 14.771   14.771   0.00 0.0% No change 0.0% 

 

Non-filing estates 

3.355   3.418   0.06 1.9% 

Uses data for the number of deaths in 2003, 
instead of an estimate.  Uses Survey of 
Consumer Finances report from Winter 2006 
(based on 2004 survey) for net worth. Uses 
revised figure for the percent of estates claiming 
a charitable deduction on an income tax return, 
based on 2004 data. -14.0% 

      TOTAL   18.13   18.19         
                
  GRAND TOTAL   236.73   236.28 -0.45 -0.2%   100.0% 

Giving USA 2006: Giving USA Foundation™ Embargoed until 6/19/06 Researched at the Center on Philanthropy 



Revisions to Giving USA estimates for 2004 
(billions of dollars) 

                
 Change in   

Donor Type 

  
  
Components 

Initial Estimate 
released 2005 

Revision 
in 2006 $ % Reason for change 

Change in $ 
as a % of 
total $ 
change 

 Itemized, 2002 140.571        

 
Change, 2003, 
estimated 2.766   

  
  

 
     

Individuals Itemizer total, 2003 143.337   145.702   2.37 1.7% 

 
Data from the IRS for 2003 itemized deductions 
released, fall 2005.   

71.7% 
 Change,  2004  5.940   5.940   No change. No change.   

 

Estimate for non-
itemizing 
households 

38.641   35.465   -3.18 -8.2% 

New data about giving by non-itemizing 
households from the 2003 Center on 
Philanthropy Panel Study. Average gift was 
lower than in 2001, the prior data available. -96.3% 

      TOTAL   187.92   187.11         
Itemized 
contributions, 2002 10.334   

  
         

Change, 2003 
0.610   10.823      

Data from IRS for 2003 also changes 2004 
estimate 0.0% 

Change, 2004 0.651   0.651      No change   
Total itemized, 2004 11.595   11.474   -0.12 -1.0%   -3.7% 
Deduct giving to 
corporate 
foundations, 2004 -3.200   -3.667   -0.47 14.6% Foundation Center report, Spring 2006. -14.2% 
Add corporate 
foundation giving 3.600   3.430   -0.17 -4.7% Foundation Center report, Spring 2006. -5.2% 

Corporations 
  

    TOTAL   12.00   11.24         
Foundations   28.800 28.80 28.410 28.41 -0.39 -1.4% Foundation Center report, Spring 2006. -11.8% 

Estates filing tax 
returns 16.200   14.958   -1.24 -7.7% IRS data released Winter 05-06. -37.6% 

Non-filing estates, 
estimate 

3.600   3.502   -0.10 -2.7% 

National Vital Health Statistics estimate for 
number of deaths in 2004 much lower. Survey 
of Consumer Finances report Winter 2006 
(based on 2004 survey) for net worth lower. 
Uses revised figure for the percent of estates 
claiming a charitable deduction on an income 
tax return, based on 2004 data. -3.0% 

Bequests 
  

   TOTAL   19.80   18.46         
                  
  GRAND TOTAL   248.52   245.22 -3.30 -1.3%   100.0% 

Giving USA 2006: Giving USA Foundation™ Embargoed until 6/19/06 Researched at the Center on Philanthropy 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
         Contact: Sharon Bond 
         847/375-4836 
 

PHOTOGRAPHERS CAPTURE “GIVING” THROUGH THEIR LENSES 
Photos to grace pages of Giving USA 2006 for the first time in 51 years 

 
Glenview, IL (June 7, 2006) — Winners of Giving USA Foundation’s™ first worldwide 
photo contest captured the essence of “giving” with arresting visuals that will be seen in 
the upcoming edition of Giving USA, to be released June 30. All photos were submitted 
by non-profit organizations and for the first time in 51 years, submitted photos will adorn 
the cover and inside pages of the publication. Virtually all the images portray hope amid 
despair in the wake of the natural disasters that befell the globe in 2005. 
 
Winning photos by S. Michael Bisceglie, Holly Eaton, Dave Bushle, Marcelo Spina 
Hering and Dennis Chapman will grace the pages of Giving USA 2006, the foundation’s 
annual philanthropic giving report. They represent such world-renowned organizations as 
Save the Children, Habitat for Humanity and the American Red Cross, as well as the 
UN’s World Food Programme and the City Union Mission in Kansas City, Mo. 
 
Giving USA Foundation’s photo contest took place over the course of the past few 
months and finalist photos were judged by a blue ribbon panel comprised of: Stephen 
Bollinger, ACS, Production Manager of LOMA and award winning graphic designer; 
John Lawrence, the Fuller E. Callaway Professor of Art & Design and Director of the 
Lamar Dodd Art Center at LaGrange College; David Lester, Creative Director & 
President of Lester & Associates; Leslie Biggins Mollsen, President/Chair of American 
City Bureau, Inc.; and JD Scott, JD Scott Photographic and Design. 
  
Preliminary round judges were Del Martin, CFRE, Sharon Bond and Barry Dodd. Martin 
is Managing Partner & Chairman of Alexander Haas Martin & Partners, Inc.; Bond is 
Marketing Manager for Giving USA Foundation™; and Dodd is Senior Graphic 
Designer for Alexander Haas Martin & Partners, Inc. Photo entries were judged based on 
the pictures’ ability to tell a compelling story and represent “giving.”   
 
More than 95 entries were received; the first place photo, by Bisceglie, will be on the 
Giving USA 2006 cover and is a unique visual of the tsunami aftermath – a smiling girl 
holding an umbrella sitting atop a container with the word “USA” displayed.  

-more- 
 



Photo Contest 
2-2-2-2-2 
 
Bisceglie’s work as a photographer for Save the Children takes him all over the world, 
where he witnesses first-hand the results of people’s charitable giving. When told he had 
won first place in the contest, he was thrilled, saying, “It is a great honor to play a very 
small part in this wonderful project. My work is extremely difficult but I am rewarded 
greatly by all the special children I meet along the way and I am happy now that so many 
people will have the chance to meet Safitriani, one of those special children.” 
 
From the other side of the world, the second place photo is of two men in the midst of 
building a Habitat for Humanity home proudly holding the American flag, the 
Washington Monument behind them.  
 
Representing the kindness of strangers, the third place photo captures a young girl in the 
arms of a Red Cross volunteer. Visuals of giving continue with the fourth place photo of 
young children sitting in a row eating at a school in Angola. They are part of a school 
feeding program sponsored by the UN’s World Food Programme. Photos of a mother 
resting with her two children in a torn blanket and a weathered pair of hands holding 
what is left of two ancient coins tied for fifth place. The two photos are from the City 
Union Mission in Kansas City, Mo. 
 
Martin spoke to the importance of the report, saying that “Giving USA has been and 
continues to be an increasingly essential resource about our nation’s philanthropic 
tendencies. And these photos enhance the work of our dedicated research team by 
showing arresting visuals that tell the stories behind the numbers.” 
 
Also included in the report are tools for future planning and benchmarking resources for 
those involved in philanthropy. The report is produced by Giving USA FoundationTM, a 
service to the non-profit sector and part of the Giving Institute: Leading Consultants to 
Non-Profits (formerly known as the American Association of Fundraising Counsel). 
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